“Marmara’nin Asya kiyisit boyunca uzanan kéyler, koskler, orman ve bahgeler,
oylesine sakin ve dingin ve mavi...

Kalkedon ve yedi Prens Adasi’nin en biiyiigii olan Prinkipo 'ya dogru uzanan,
geniy diizliikteki miilayim noktaciklar: andwriyorlar...”

Frances Elliot, Diary of an Idle Woman in Constatinople (1893)

Sahip oldugu zengin ve essiz kiiltiirel miras ile dlinyanin en eski sehirlerinden biri
olan Istanbul, giiniimiizde modern bir metropol olarak ¢ok sayida tarihi ve arkeolojik
katmana ev sahipligi yapmaktadir. Geleneksel olarak, tarihi yarimada ile
iliskilendirilen bu degerli miras, cografi olarak da iki farkli bagkentin kentsel
mekanina karsilik gelmektedir. Bizans ve Osmanli donemlerinde baskent her iki
imparatorlugun fiziki ve sembolik merkezi idi.

Tarihi yarimada, ge¢misin anitsal izlerini korumaya devam ederken, her iki baskent
de sehir duvarlarinin 6tesinde, hem Avrupa hem de Asya yakalarinda banliyo
olusumlari ile genislemistir. Bizans ve Erken Osmanli donemlerinde, Asya yakasinda
bulunan banliyéler Marmara Denizi ve Prens Adalari ile sekillenmisken, ana kara,
bereketli ovalar ile bezenmis zengin pastoral arazi, su kaynaklar1 ve koruma kaleleri
ile tantmlanmigtir. Banliyo konutlari, tarim arazileri, manastir yapilari, yollar,
mezarliklar ve kiiciik limanlar, Asya yakasinin kendine 6zgii 6zelliklerini temsil eden
yapilardir. Bahsi gecen banliyd 6zelliklerinin biiyiik bir kismi, Istanbul’un modern
metropol yapisinin genislemesi ile yok olmustur.

Bu sergiyle, Istanbul Arkeoloji Miizeleri’nin Asya yakasinda siirdiirdiigii arkeolojik
kazilarin sonuglart ilk defa genis kitlelere sunulmaktadir. Ge¢ Antik’ten, Geg¢ Bizans
ve Erken Osmanli Dénemlerine uzanan bes farkli yerlesim sehrin banliydlerinin
zenginligini ve gesitliliginin yansitilmasi amaciyla secilmistir.



“ Numerous villages, kiosks, woods and gardens beyond stretch along the Asiatic
coast of Marmora, so calm and still and blue, towards Chalcedon
and Prinkipo, the largest of the seven Prince’s Islands,
soft dots on the broad main.”
Frances Elliot, Diary of an Idle Woman in Constantinople (1893)

The modern city of Istanbul treasures an extraordinary number of historical and
archaeological layers, since it is one of the oldest cities in the world with a rich and
unique cultural heritage. Traditionally, this heritage has been associated with the
historic peninsula, which geographically corresponds to the urban space of two
capitals. In Byzantine and Ottoman times the capital city was the physical and
symbolic center of their respective empires.

Whereas the historic peninsula conserves monumental traces of its past, both capitals
did stretch beyond the city walls with suburbs extending on the European and Asian
sides.

In Byzantine and early Ottoman times, the Asian suburbs of the city were framed by
the sea of Marmara and the archipelago of the Princes’ Islands with the mainland
defined by a rich pastoral landscape dotted by fertile plains, water springs and
defensive strongholds. A network of suburban residences, agricultural estates,
monastic complexes, roads, cemeteries and small harbors represented some of the
Asian suburbs’ distinctive features. These features have now largely vanished with
the growth of Istanbul’s contemporary metropolis.

This exhibition presents for the first time the outcome of recent and on-going
archaeological excavations carried out by the Istanbul Archaeological Museums on
the Asian side of the city. Five settlements, ranging from Late Antiquity to Late
Byzantine and Early Ottoman times have been selected to represent the richness as
well as diversity of life in the city’s suburbs.



